2^6                         ANIMAL   WAYS   AND   MEANS
The tail, which as originally used by fish was only an organ of
propulsion, usually contains a good deal of fat. A few desert mice and
lizards have even used it as a fat storehouse. In lean times they literally
live upon their tails, just as the camel can live upon its hump.
FREAKS AND MONSTERS
FREAKS and monsters, which scientists call biological absurdities, are
of fairly frequent occurrence, though as the result of slowly improving
standards of entertainment they are less frequently exhibited to excite
the idle pleasure seeker than formerly.
MAKING  A  TWO-TAILED   FISH
Abnormalities have their beginnings in the egg, whether of human
being or insect, at its earliest stage of development. When the egg is
first formed it behaves for a while as a single whole. The distribution
of the substances of which it is composed is general. Long before it
begins to form itself into head, limbs, heart and so on it embarks upon
a course of cell division, dividing and sub-dividing into smaller and ever
smaller cells, until at last these cells reveal themselves as groups, each
group doing special work. But if some accident occurs in the early
stages, a monster is the result.
The lower the organism, the more likely are such monsters to
survive. It is possible to make in the laboratory two-headed frogs, one-
eyed and two-tailed fish, and so forth by " doctoring " the egg during
its early stages of cell division. The higher the animal, the less likelihood
there is of a freak surviving the throwing out of gear which has overtaken
its machinery. The two-headed giant of fairy lore is never likely to
be seen in life.
SNAKE   WITH   TWO  HEADS
A few years ago a two-headed milk snake was found in the Bronx
Zoo, New York. Each head had a separate neck, several inches long.
The snake was fully grown* about two feet long, and its survival was
surprising because it threatened unintentional suicide.
At meals, the heads had to be fed separately, or they would have
choked the main food pipe, where the two separate food pipes met. A
card was placed between diem to prevent quarrelling, yet, in spite of
all precautions, one head eventually attacked and devoured the other.
LEFT-HANDED  WINKLES
A strange freakishness is sometimes seen in snails. Some factor, not
yet fully understood, affects the eggs so that instead of the shell twisting
&> tiic right, it turns left. Such sinistral shells, as they are called, are
much sought by collectors. About one whelk in 10,000 turns left instead
<rf right The left-handed winkle is much less frequent, and is probably
one 3 ffae most valuable shells in the world.